
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
JANUARY 2020 

Services: 

Sunday 5th  
 11.15 am – Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 19th 

08.00 am – BCP Holy Communion 

11.15am – Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 12th   

11.15 am – Café Church in Braunston Village 

Hall 

Sunday 26th 
11.15 am – Family Communion 
6.00pm – No Labels Worship 
 

Join us for Morning Prayer which will be held every Monday at 9.10am for ½ hour in St Giles Chapel in 
the church. 

Tiny Treasures – Parent/carers toddler group held at the Rectory every Tuesday in term time, 9-11am, 
fourth Tuesday each month we will be meeting at the pre-school in the village hall, for more information 
please contact Rev Nat. 

Peace at lunchtime every Wednesday in the parish room, 12.30pm - 2pm, a short reflective service 

followed by a home cooked lunch. Everyone is welcome. Extra cooks desperately needed, please 

speak to Rev Nat. 

 
If you would like prayer for yourself, or for someone else, please let Rev Nat know or fill in a "Can we pray 
for you?" leaflet & drop it into the prayer box in the St Giles Chapel (left hand side, next to the library).  

 
Those who need prayer 
This is an opportunity for the church family to pray for those who particularly need God’s healing touch 
and presence at this time, those dealing with the loss of a loved one and for our local community. Please  
contact Rev Nat if you would like to be included and for how long. The list will be updated each month (first 
names only).  

 
Please pray for  

Rev Rob and parish of Holy Trinity Central in Port Elizabeth, 
Rob, Cedric, Mark, Barry, John and Lisa 

 
 
Other events & services:  
 
Sunday 16th February at 3.30pm – service of thanksgiving for the Parish Nurse Scheme and the 
commissioning of Maggie, our Parish Nurse. Everyone is welcome to attend.  

All Saints' Church Braunston 
"The Cathedral of the Canals" 

Rev Nat White, Team Vicar 
Tel. 01788 890 298 (Day off: Friday) 

Email: revnatwhite@gmail.com 

Website: www.allsaintsbraunston.org.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/AllSaintsBraunston 

Wardens: Mariann Holloway (07761 136307) & Pat Milner (01788 899157) 

Secretary: Fergus McCloghry (01788 313774) 

The Rectory 

71 High Street 
Braunston, Daventry 

Northants NN11 7HS 
 

 



 

    

 

 

Happy New Year! 

As we embark on the adventure of another year it is very fitting that we consider the journey, the 
determination and worship of the wise men. Our first service of the new year is Epiphany, where we 
celebrate the visit of the wise men to Jesus and his family.  

The wise men set out on a journey of faith, and didn’t find Jesus until later… much, much later… In fact, 
the wise men didn’t arrive in Bethlehem until several months later, and some sources even record it as 
two years later.  And when they did arrive, Mary, Joseph, and Jesus were living in a house.  
 
At the very beginning, when Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the Magi saw a star rise and shine in the 
East. It was an ancient belief that an unusual movement or stellar event of great magnitude was often 
thought to herald the birth of a King, or someone of great personage.  
And so, Matthew records that the Magi saw a bright star and deduced a royal birth had taken place.  
But the fact that the star appeared and moved, indicated perhaps more of a miraculous appearance than 
a natural one.  And so, they were curious.  They went looking.   

They were determined to find out more, and decided to leave their daily responsibilities, their homes and 
families to make a journey to – – well, where? They didn’t know where… But somehow, they knew the 
light was significant.  They went in search.  

 

Their journey of faith had begun. They travelled by camel and on foot down miles and miles of bumpy 
roads.  We are often led to believe that they followed the star, but in fact, they could no longer see the 
guiding light.   
The Bible tells us that they don’t see the star again until they find the Christ child.  No, the Magi were 
making a journey of faith – unsure of where they were going. 

 

The Magi headed for Jerusalem, the capital city, since that is where they thought a King would be born. 
But I wonder if they ever felt like they were on a wild goose chase. It must have felt like they were 
looking for a needle in a haystack! 
 
Eventually the star led them to find Jesus, who was now a child…not a baby anymore. They found him 
living in a house with his parents in Bethlehem. And the moment the Magi saw Jesus, they knew he was 
the One they had been searching for. They knew immediately!  These distinguished gentlemen travellers 
immediately knelt down in silence and worshipped him.  
 
Sometimes a faith journey can be difficult; sometimes it can be filled with twists and turns and many 
doubts. As disciples of Jesus we journey in faith, we are called to follow Christ’s guiding light.  
 
King George VI read these words in his Christmas broadcast in 1939: 
 
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”  
And he replied:  
“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. 
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.” (‘God Knows’, 1912, The Desert) 
 
As we journey, we are called to mirror God’s light and reveal God’s love to those around us… and to the 
world.   God guides us forward… on our own unique journey of faith … May we know God’s guidance as 
we journey together this year. 
 
God Bless, 
Rev Nat 
 
 

 


